Northmoor Parish Council Meeting Minutes - Tue 28 Jul 26 - Reports

OCC Councillor Report Clir Dan Levy Jul 26

What a difference a year makes.
Shores Green being built in July 2025 and now open in July 2025
Local Government Reorganisation.

The big news of the last week has been the announcement of the government’s preferred
shape of local government in Oxfordshire. It has said it is minded to accept the 3 Unitary
Authority proposal proffered by Oxford City Council. That will create a Greater Oxford
Council, taking in much of the area currently in other authorities, Ridgeway Council
comprising West Berkshire and the bits of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse that
aren’t taken into Oxford, and Northern Oxfordshire comprising the current West Oxfordshire
and most of Cherwell.

Northmoor will be in the Northern Oxfordshire UA. Greater Oxford will start at the Toll
Bridge, A40 to the east of Cassington and the railway between Cassington and Yarnton.
Ridgeway will face Northmoor on the other side of the Thames. The UA will provide all
services — bins, planning, public health, roads, social care, education and all the other
things currently done by the County Council and WODC.

The decision appears to have been made to promote building on the Green Belt, and for
nakedly party political advantage (which incidentally is unlikely to work, given the absorbed
areas). The structure hasn’t met any of the criteria that the government set out as being
required when starting the process. The County Council is looking to get the rationale for
the decision and the advice given to the Secretary of State into the public domain.

There isn’t room for a full explanation of the impact, which will be colossal for residents, but
| will give a few pointers. For those interested in more, the brilliant Oxford Clarion has a
thoughtful write up. https://oxfordclarion.uk/the-final-cut-its-three-councils/

1. Northern Oxfordshire will be tiny. With a small tax base it will required to
support all the services for the area, which contains some areas of deep deprivation
and need. Banbury will comprise approximately a quarter of the population. | would
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expect the main council offices to be based there. Much of the expenditure will have to
be on the urban areas.

2. | would expect each of the three UAs to have real financial difficulties.
Ridgeway will have to absorb the highly indebted West Berkshire. Northern is far too
small. Greater Oxford, which is even smaller, contains some of the most deprived and
costly areas in the south east.

3. Transport is going to be interesting. How bus services are going to be
organised when virtually every journey will cross a UA boundary will be challenging.
Things like MyBusOxfordshire tickets are unlikely to survive. Concessionary tickets for
people like senior bus passes will be come much more complex as each journey will
require a repayment to the bus company from several authorities. The subsidised
services, like the H2 from Eynsham to the hospitals, will be more difficult to maintain.

4. Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue service will need to become a standalone
authority. That means that the underwriting of expenditure from the County Council
will disappear, and the democratic influence residents have over decisions will
disappear. The example of other stand alone fire services suggests that they are cash
strapped — Dorset are making very difficult cuts, for instance.

There are hundreds of other areas that will be affected, from park and ride charges to
SEND provision to fostering to public health.

So it is a deeply regrettable decision. The County Council has called on the new PM to
reconsider it.

The timetable for implementation is for a new shadow authority to be elected in May 2027,
which will run alongside the existing authorities for a year, and then be vested with its
powers in May 2028, at which point the County Council and District Council disappear.

There have of course been other things going on.
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Roads
Road maintenance

As the weather improves, the number of holes filled is now significantly greater than that
being reported. Please keep using FixmyStreet to report defects.

WEEKLY REPAIR VOLUMES AND DEMAND

TOTAL REPAIRS
IN 2026

40,061

R maroup OXIOROSHIRE

New Road construction
Shores Green is open. On time. On budget.

That means people can get on and off the A40 to the east of Witney, reducing traffic
through the town, and meaning people from places like Hanborough can join the A40
without using Lower Road or coming through Cassington.

Construction work on the A40 improvements between Eynsham and Wolvercote has
commenced. The first activity is tree clearance along the road. There will be disruption as
the work happens — the team will do their best to minimise the disruption to traffic and to
residents, and are in regular communication with the parish councils along the route.

Buses

Botley Road was due to reopen next month. National Rail have now delayed the opening

yet again. Stagecoach will be announcing the new bus arrangements, once they have gone
through the necessary formalities. Bus companies have to get approval for timetables. The
likeliest format is the S1 reverting to its old route via Farmoor, the E1 being withdrawn, and
a new service running along the A40 (so like the S2 did). In addition the Go Ahead services
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H2 and X52 will continue to run. The WOCT service from Northmoor to Eynsham and
Hanborough links into the “bigger” services.

Congestion Charge

The reopening of Botley Road means the congestion charge will be replaced by the Filter
Scheme, which was due to come into effect two years ago. It is designed to make it easier
for buses to run freely and easier for people to use active travel. You will be able to drive to
anywhere in Oxford without passing a filter point, providing you choose the right route. So
to get to the Westgate, go via Botley Road. To Jericho via Wolvercote. In addition, as under
the Congestion Charge, residents will have 25 passes which enable them to go past a filter
point without charge.

Do get in touch with queries, casework, comments or anything else.

dan.levy@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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WODC Report Clir Steve Cosier and Cllr Sandra Cosier Jul 26
Mobile Phone Coverage and Digital Connectivity Update — Clir Steve Cosier

| have received a response from the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology
(DSIT) following concerns | raised about poor mobile phone coverage across our
communities. The Government acknowledges that some rural areas continue to suffer from
poor mobile connectivity and unreliable indoor coverage and recognises the challenges this
creates for residents and businesses.

The response highlights significant national investment by mobile network operators,
including VodafoneThree's £11 billion commitment to network improvements, alongside
major investment programmes from EE and Virgin Media O2. The Government has
reiterated its ambition for all populated areas to have access to high-quality standalone 5G
by 2030 and notes that the Shared Rural Network programme has expanded 4G coverage
to 96% of the UK's landmass.

While these commitments are welcome, | am disappointed that the Government could not
provide any specific timetable for improvements in West Oxfordshire. The letter confirms
that decisions about where new mobile infrastructure is deployed are commercial decisions
for network operators and that Government does not hold information on future rollout
locations. As a result, there remains no clear indication of when some of our most
persistent coverage blackspots will be addressed.

| also raised concerns about the migration from analogue landlines to digital phone
services, particularly for vulnerable residents living in areas where mobile coverage is
already poor. The Government states that safeguards are in place, including battery backup
solutions, free engineer visits for identified vulnerable customers and additional support
during the transition. However, | remain concerned that residents in areas with weak mobile
signals could face additional challenges if these arrangements are not properly managed.

My view is that recognising the problem is only the first step. Residents need to see real
improvements on the ground. | will therefore continue to press for action by writing directly
to network operators to highlight local blackspots, seeking information on planned
upgrades, gathering evidence from residents and businesses affected by poor connectivity,
and lobbying Government for clearer rollout plans and timescales. | will also continue to
monitor the digital landline transition to ensure vulnerable residents are properly protected
and that no one is left without reliable access to communications in an emergency.

| will keep residents informed of any developments as | continue to campaign for improved
mobile coverage, better digital connectivity and fairer investment in our rural communities.

Local Plan 2043 Update — Clilr Sandras Cosier

| would like to update the Parish Council on the progress of West Oxfordshire District
Council's Local Plan 2043.

West Oxfordshire District Council has now formally launched the draft Local Plan 2043, and

the statutory Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Consultation is scheduled to take place
during August 2026. This six-week consultation will provide parish councils, residents,
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businesses and other stakeholders with the opportunity to comment on the final draft before
it is submitted for independent examination.

The draft plan sets out the District Council's vision for growth and development across West
Oxfordshire up to 2043. A significant focus is meeting housing need across the district, with
particular emphasis on delivering affordable housing, social rented homes and supporting
community-led housing schemes. The council's intention is to ensure that future growth
responds to local housing pressures while creating sustainable communities.

| note that the plan also places a stronger emphasis on linking new development with the
delivery of essential infrastructure. This includes transport improvements, education
provision and healthcare facilities, with the aim of ensuring that infrastructure keeps pace
with housing growth rather than falling behind.

Given the importance of the Local Plan in shaping future development across West
Oxfordshire, | would encourage the Parish Council to review the consultation documents
carefully when they are published and consider submitting representations during the
Regulation 19 consultation period. This will be one of the final opportunities for local views
to be considered before the plan is examined by a Planning Inspector.

Thank you
Steve and Sandra
Clir Steve and Sandra Cosier

West Oxfordshire District Council
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Budget Monitoring Report to the end of June 2026

Last Year This Year This Year Remaining
Actual Spend Budget Actual Budget
Spend to
end June
EXPENDITURE
Staff Costs
£ - Clerk's salary £ 4838.00 £ - £ 4,838.00
£ - Home Working Allowance £ 31200 £ - £ 31200
Meetings
£ 90.50 Hall Hire £ 260.00 £ - £ 260.00
Highways
£ 2,250.00 Grass cutting £ 232000 £ 725.00 £ 1,595.00
£ 870.48 Dog bin emptying £ 990.00 £ 43524 £ 554.76
£ 21.68 Playpark Maintenance £ - £ - £ -
£ 4,699.83 Village upkeep £ 416.00 £ 25000 £ 166.00
£ 354.76 Allotment Water Charges £ - £ 709 -£ 7.09
£ 200.00 Allotment Field Rental £ - £ - £ -
Insurance and Auditing
£ 633.38 Insurance £ 60000 £ 61180 £ 11.80
£ 730.00 Audit £ 63500 £ 31500 £ 320.00
Subscriptions
£ 316.00 Subscriptions £ 220.00 £ - £ 220.00
Charitable Donations
£ 500.00 S137 Grants £ 150.00 £ - £ 150.00
Sundries
£ 65.00 Training £ - £ - £ -
£ 180.00 Admin Costs £ 41200 £ - £ 41200
£ 207.50 IT Costs £ - £ - £ -
£ 514.95 Defibrillator £ - £ 17000 £ 170.00
£ 47.00 Information Commissioner Fee £ 42.00 £ - £ 42.00
£ 295.00 Domain, Website & Email £ 33500 £ 295.00 £ 40.00
£ 11,976.08 TOTAL £11,530.00 £ 2,989.18 £ 8,540.82

Notes:
All figures are Ex VAT
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