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Northmoor Parish Council

Parish Council Virtual Meeting
Wednesday 10 February 2021

Parish Council Members taking part

Dr G Shelton - Chairman
Mr P Winder

Dr M Sears

Mrs S Woolford

Mrs A Adams

Mr M Ryan  (Clerk)
Apologies. District Councillor Steve Goode

The Parish Council had advised the community that the meeting would be conducted
using Zoom software, the website references, 1.D. and password were printed on the
Agenda that had been published.

Public online

County Councillor Charles Mathew, Valerie Ryan, Gary Allmond, Helen Hutchings,
Janice Jones, Soraya Wooller and Crawley Parish Councillor Colin Dingwall

Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on the 9 December 2020 had been
previously circulated to Parish Councillors. The Minutes were accepted as a true
record.

Matters Arising.

The Clerk reported that a dog waste bin had been installed on the Bablock Road by
the gateway leading to Ragnall. The problem of making the access and visibility of
the defibrillator at Bablockhythe was ongoing. The allotments in 2021 would see
some new faces with Mrs Morrison, a long-time plot holder, deciding it was time to
stop. The idea of a noticeboard at Park Farm Place has been deferred for the present
as the Clerk will provide notices and items of interest for the residents’ webpage.

Item 5. Who is responsible for the watercourses through Northmoor and
Bablockhythe?

This is not a simple question to answer as County Councillor Charles Mathew and the
Clerk discovered when they followed the various watercourses that run through
Northmoor and West End from the Windrush to the Thames. These watercourses are
technically main rivers and ultimately are the responsibility of the Environment
Agency (EA). But that responsibility is delegated down to Local Authorities and
further to riparian owners of the land that these watercourses run through. The
riparian owner is bound by regulations on what they can or cannot do, and the EA
may still carry out works if it so chooses to do.
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This discussion became necessary because of recent flooding at Thameside Court,
and on the Eastern edge of Northmoor that was in part the result of watercourses that
had not been cleared of vegetation, and culverts leading the Brook through
Northmoor towards Bablockhythe. During the discussion it became clear that there
were many agencies with responsibility for the free flow of water along the
watercourses, from the EA to the OCC to WODC and to riparian owners. In addition,
Thames Water also influenced river levels due to the need to provide water for
Farmoor Reservoir.

It was decided that this Parish Council should convene a meeting of all the interested
parties to resolve who was responsible for what and when.

Reports from Councillors and Clerk.

County Councillor Charles Mathew reported on his recent publication in the letters to
the Oxford Times on the calamitous state of sewage pollution in the rivers of West
Oxfordshire and the continuing debate that has resulted from his letter and subsequent
interview on Radio Oxford.

Charles also spoke strongly in the debate at OCC on the setting of the domestic rate
for 2021/22. The increase was confirmed at 2.99%.

Councillor Maureen Sears reported that in the event that an emergency evacuation of
homes due to flooding was necessary, the use of the Village Hall, as detailed in the
Northmoor Emergency Plan, did not fall foul of restrictions imposed by the Hall’s
insurance.

Chairman Graham Shelton expressed thanks to Councillor Mathew for funds to pay
for security cameras at the Village Hall

The Clerk reported that he believed a health and safety inspection of the playing field
should be made by Councillors before the more relaxed rules on the use of the area
come in the early summer period. He asked whether the table tennis table should now
be purchased. Councillors agreed to the purchase.

On the allotments the Clerk requested that in the current circumstances the ents
should be held at last year’s level. Council agreed.

With Parish Council elections on 6 May the Clerk was concerned that with no pencils
provided because of Covid transfer of infection, would Councillors agree to the
purchase of a box of pencils for £12 to ensure all who came to vote could do so.
Council agreed.

Still on the election, two councillors, Mrs Woolford and Adams, would not be
standing for re-election.

Finance
Councillors confirmed their approval for the following payments made: -

Ubico. Installation of dog waste bin on Bablock Road and three months emptying
£291.4

Wel Medical. Replacement of defibrillator and cabinet at Red Lion £1428.00

Castle Water. For water to the allotments. £197.70

Item 7. Planning.
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Mr Gary Allmond of Park Farm House asked the Parish Council to look at a proposal
for a housing development on his land on Standlake Road, close to the junction with
Cow Lane, prior to him making a formal planning application to WODC.

The proposal and outline plans had been submitted to Parish Councillors ahead of the
meeting. Mr Allmond explained that his family had lived in Northmoor for many
years, and he wished to have two houses built in his rear garden for his two sons. Mr
Allmond referred to the Planning Policy and Guidance published by the Parish
Council that included consideration of developments for parishioner family needs and
also where there were brown field sites.

Mr Allmond said that was also aware of a need for affordable housing locally and his
proposal also included the development for four to five two-bedroomed properties in
association with Cottsway Housing Association.

Chairman Graham Shelton led the response, expressing caution on support for
developments in large gardens acting as a precedent for future proposals. There were
also questions about a local need for affordable homes, the question of whether this
was on a. brown field site, and whether any flooding appraisal had been made.

Dr Shelton concluded that he felt that a formal application with detailed plans for the
layout of the new dwellings should be made to allow the Parish Council to make an
informed decision.

Item 8. Any Other Business. There was no other business and the meeting ended at
9 pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council is planned to take place on Wednesday
10 March 2021



